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Introduction
The Village of Warfield is leading the development of an Integrated Official Community Plan (IOCP), which will
guide our community for the next 10+ years. As part of the Warfield 2040 IOCP process, residents were
engaged in the first round of consultations in fall 2016 through a community event and an online survey.
The main purpose of the fall engagement process was to gauge the level of community support for some
preliminary IOCP directions, which are essentially new or ‘renewed’ ideas for community development. The
ideas presented were not a complete list of all the ideas/content that will inform the IOCP; rather, they
provided some shifts in direction that were tested with residents before beginning the draft IOCP content.
Participants were also asked that they love most about Warfield and community event participants placed their
ideas on a map of Warfield.
The survey and event engaged a total of 194 participants, which is a fantastic rate of response! A special thanks
to the Webster grade 6/7 teachers for gathering student input.
This document summarizes the input received and will inform the planning process moving forward. There was
a very high level of support from respondents for all initial ideas presented at the event and in the survey. Only
two ideas received some mixed reviews: backyard food production and allowing secondary suites throughout
the community. Please learn more on the pages that follow. For more information about the IOCP project visit
www.warfield.ca/iocp.

What do you love most about Warfield?
Not surprisingly, Warfield residents love the friendliness of others in the community and the sense of
community that exists here. We also heard that residents love Warfield’s natural beauty, location and
proximity to other places and amenities. Not surprisingly; the pool, Webster Elementary School, and access to
outdoor recreation and trails were also listed as favourites.
What you love

No. of responses

Friendly people and neighbours

59

Schools

41

Location & proximity

38

Sense of Community

37

Natural beauty

41

Pool

24

Quiet

24

Small size

24

Recreation + trails

21

Parks

14

Municipal services and staff

13
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Land Use and Natural Areas
When asked about some ideas related to land use and natural areas, there was clear support for protecting the
natural environment. For question 6a related to protecting or enhancing natural areas, 82% were supportive
(either somewhat or totally supportive) as per. For question 6b concerning development encroaching into
natural areas, fewer (70%) were supportive, indicating that there might be some desire to accommodate
development in natural areas if necessary.

A. Protect or enhance
sensitive and significant
natural areas and enable
appropriate levels of use
within them.
B. Avoid development that
encroaches into natural areas,
focusing instead on infill
opportunities that utilize
already developed areas.
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What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked what other ideas should be considered for the future related to land use and natural areas, the
responses focused on the areas below. Strong support was shown for more businesses in town, along with
more recreation options and trails.
Response theme/area

No. of responses

Business development / more businesses

36

Recreation options (indoor field, hot tub at pool, etc.)

25

Trails for walking and biking expanded (link to Trail)

20

Natural areas and parks (access, upgrades, expand)

15

Infrastructure maintenance and upgrades

12

Amalgamation

10

Senior housing options

10

Park upgrades / more parks

10

Clean-up lots, businesses, areas

8

More housing options

7
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Residential Areas and Housing
While the majority of residents were generally supportive of the ideas for the future related to residential
areas and housing, there were two ideas that received the support of just over 50% of respondents. There are
clearly some mixed feelings in the community about the idea of secondary suites being located throughout the
community and the idea of expanding backyard food production to include chickens and bees. Only 56% were
supportive (either somewhat or totally supportive) of the secondary suite idea and 58% were supportive of the
expanded backyard food production. Relatively more respondents (10%) were ‘not at all supportive’ of these
two ideas which is more than any other ideas presented through the engagement process.

A. Attract new residents and housing,
focusing it in areas already zoned for
residential development.
B. Encourage a variety of housing types,
including single-family, multi-family,
seniors housing, and rental housing.
C. Encourage affordable housing options,
including secondary suites throughout
residential areas.
D. Concentrate multi-family and seniors
housing development in central/core
areas in close proximity to amenities.

E. Encourage/support green
building/renovation practices.

F. Enable backyard food production
(e.g., chickens, bees).
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What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked what other ideas should be considered for the future related to residential areas and housing, the
responses focused on the themes/areas below, again showing strong support for more businesses in town,
along with more recreation offerings and a number of other suggestions shown here.
Response theme/area

No. of responses

Business development

18

Recreation enhancements and programs

16

Infrastructure upgrades

6

Transportation improvements

6

Bear smart with regard to residential farming

6

Housing affordability and mixed use options

5

Park improvements

5

Improve eco-systems (air, water, etc.)

5
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Recreation, Culture and Learning Programs
Not surprisingly, residents are very supportive of improving and enhancing trail connections between
neighbouring communities (83% supportive, either somewhat or totally supportive) and improving recreation,
culture and learning offerings (93% supportive). Whether the Village should simply rely on grant funding and
volunteer resources to bring about these improvements was less supported (61% of respondents were
supportive), suggesting that maybe there is some appetite for dedicating tax revenues and/or staff resources
toward this kind of spending.

Improve and enhance
walking/biking trail connections
within Warfield and beyond to
Trail and Rossland.

Improve recreation, culture
and learning offerings and
facilities in Warfield.

Rely on grant funding and
volunteer resources to
undertake recreation,
culture and learning
improvements.
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What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked, what other ideas should be considered for the future related to recreation, culture and learning,
the responses focused on the themes/areas below, with the number of responses being distributed fairly
evenly.
Note: The total number of responses is lower than previous questions of this kind, likely due to the fact that respondents had probably
already suggested their new ideas previously, thereby growing tired of repeating themselves as the survey continued.

Response theme/area

No. of responses

Trail development for walking and biking

9

Recreation facility additions/enhancements

7

Program additions/enhancements

5

More businesses

4

Age-friendliness for seniors

4
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Commercial and Industrial Areas & Systems
There was fairly consistent and strong support for the ideas related to commercial and industrial areas and
systems. Attracting more businesses (Q12a) and encouraging building reinvestment/upgrades in the
commercial area (Q12c) both received high levels of support (82% and 85% somewhat and totally supportive
respectively). Respondent support for the other three questions was close to 75%.

A. Attract more
businesses to locate
in Warfield.
Concentrate commercial
activity along the highway in
the existing commercial area.
C. Encourage building
reinvestment/upgrades in the
existing commercial area.
Consider mixed uses in
commercial areas, including
seniors’ housing development.
Consider repurposing existing
commercial spaces/buildings to
allow for compatible uses that
meet community needs.
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What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked what other ideas should be considered for the future related to commercial and industrial areas
and systems, the responses focused on the themes below, again with a focus on business development
followed by a number of other suggestions.
Note: The total number of responses is lower than earlier questions of this kind, likely due to the fact that respondents had probably
already suggested their new ideas previously, thereby growing tired of repeating themselves as the survey continued.

Response theme/area

No. of responses

Business development, incentives, mixed use

9

Fill empty buildings

4

More hiking and biking trails

4

Tax rate issues

3

Clean-up areas

3

Balanced / mixed residential and commercial spaces

3
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Infrastructure Systems
Not surprisingly, there was a very high level of support for ensuring Warfield’s infrastructure systems are
meeting needs efficiently and safely, and that Warfield is paying fairly for its share of the systems. The percent
of respondents indicating that they were somewhat supportive or totally supportive of the ideas below ranged
from 83% (Q14a) to 96% (Q14d).

A. Collaborate with Rossland
and Trail to ensure the
treatment plant and main
sewage line meet current and
future community needs and
effluent standards.
B. Ensure Warfield is
paying fairly/equitably
for its use of the shared
sewage system.

C. Improve highway safety at
key crossings through
Warfield.

D. Ensure an adequate and
efficient supply of high quality
drinking water to Warfield.
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What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked what other ideas should be considered for the future related to infrastructure systems, the
responses focused primarily on highway crossing improvements and the water and sewer system upgrades and
associated additions.
Note: The total number of responses is lower than earlier questions of this kind, likely due to the fact that respondents had probably
already suggested their new ideas previously, thereby growing tired of repeating themselves as the survey continued.

Response theme/area

No. of responses

Highway safety, crosswalks and intersections

15

Water, sewer and LED streetlight improvements

11

Business development

3

Taxation to address infrastructure needs

3
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Individual and Community Health
Respondents were generally supportive of these ideas, with 71% somewhat supportive or totally supportive of
increasing access to local food production and community gardens (Q16a) and 85% were somewhat supportive
or totally supportive of monitoring air and soil quality (Q16b).

A. Increase access to local
food production and
community gardens.

B. Ensure air and soil
quality in Warfield are
regularly monitored and
meet safety standards.

What other ideas for Warfield's future should be considered?
When asked what other ideas should be considered for the future related to individual and community health,
the responses focused on community gardens, business development again, and recreation enhancements.
Note: The total number of responses is lower than earlier questions of this kind, likely due to the fact that respondents had probably
already suggested their new ideas previously, thereby growing tired of repeating themselves as the survey continued.

Response theme/area

No. of responses

Community gardens

6

Business development

6

Recreation facility enhancements/additions

6
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‘I Wish’ Map of Warfield
At the community event, a map was posted that encouraged participants to post ‘I wish’ stickers identifying
what they would like to see changed or enhanced per specific location in Warfield. Several ideas were
suggested, including: trail connections accessing the pool and other areas of the community; maintaining the
pool facility (and adding a hot tub); and adding some new recreation opportunities and businesses to
Warfield’s mix. The specific ideas placed on the map can be seen on the following pages.
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Demographics
A number of questions were asked of the survey respondents (not of the event participants) to determine how
long they have lived in Warfield, along with their age and gender. The results below indicate that most survey
respondents are long-time Warfield residents. The majority of respondents were female (60%) and there was a
fairly even distribution across the ages, although slightly fewer seniors responded to the survey. Note that
while the survey was online, a paper version was also available for pick up from the Village Office.
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