
THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF WARFIELD

BYLAW NO. 976

A BYLAW TO AMEND THE INTEGRATED OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW NO.

846,2017

WHEREAS Section 460 of the Local Government Act authorizes a local government to

amend an official community plan bylaw or a zoning bylaw;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Village of Warfield deems it expedient to amend the

Integrated Official Community Plan Bylaw No.846,2017 to comply with requirements

underSection 473.1 of the Local Govern me nt Act to considerthe most recent housing

needs report;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Village ofWarfield adopted Zoning Amendment

Bylaw No. 959 to accommodate small-scale multi-unit housing under Section 481.3 of

the Local Govern me nt Act;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Village of Warfield deems it expedient to amend the

Integrated Official Community Plan Bylaw No.846,2017 so that the Bylaw aligns with

the Warfield Zoning Bylaw;

AND WHEREAS the passage of this bylaw has met all of the requirements pursuant to

the Local Government Act;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Village of Warfield in open meeting assembled

enacts the following:

1. TITLE

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the "Village ofWarfield Integrated Official

Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 976,2025"

2. AMENDMENTS

The following amendments are made to the "Village ofWarfield Integrated Official

Community Plan Bylaw No. 846, 2017":

1. Add the following to the first table on Page 5, under "Elements that must be

included":

Consideration of the most recent housing needs report.

2. Add the following to the first table on Page 5, under "Where to find them" and

beside the above:

Emerald Ridge; Our Goals: Residential Areas and Housing; Our Goals:

Infrastructure; Our Policies: Housing Diversity.
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3. Replace the text under "Population - Today and Growth Potential" on Page 8

with the following:

Warfieid's population was declining steadily from 1981 until 2016. However,

the most recent Census period recorded an increase of 4.3 per cent from

7,680 peop/e in 2016 to 1,753 in 2021. BC Stats then estimated the 2024

population to be 1,765. By comparison, the population of BC grew by 7.6 per

cent from 2016 to 2021.

The median age is 45 in Warfield, which is slightly higher than the median age

in BC of 43 according to the 2021 Census data. Sixty-two per cent of

Warfleld's population was in the primary labour force (ages 15-64). The

majority of households live in single-detached dwellings, and there are some

duplex and low-nse apartments as well.

The Interim Housing Needs Report issued by the RDKB in 2025 amends the

2020 Housing Needs Assessment by integrating more recent analysis and

data to offer a comprehensive regional perspective on current and future

housing conditions and needs. It applies the standardized HNR Provincial

Methodology for Housing Projections to estimate housing need for the next

five years and 20 years, based on the 2021 Census data.

The interim report makes the following key points about Warfieid:

• Warfield has a relatively high rate of rental households at 21.3 per

cent.

• The core housing need, at 2 per cent, is low in Warfieid when

compared with the rest of the region.

• The extreme core housing need in Warfield is zero.

The Interim Housing Needs Report estimates the five-year housing need to be

81 additional dwellings and the 20-year housing need to be 221 additional

dwellings for Warfield.

In 2024, Warfield updated the Zoning Bylaw to accommodate small-scale

multi-unit housing to allow for small increases to density in residential areas.

Then in July 2025, Warfield endorsed the Emerald Ridge Comprehensive

Development Plan. Emerald Ridge has capacity for approximately 200 new

residential units (including a mix of single- and multi-family units). This

combined with opportunities for accessory dwelling units throughout

Warfield's residential areas should accommodate housing needs over the

next 20 years
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4. Replace the chart on page 8 with the following:

Warfield Population 1981-2024

1969

840
1814

1788
1753 1765

1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2024

5. Add a sixth goal under "Our Goals: Residential Areas and Housing" on page

13 as follows:

Warfield's land use policies support housing needs now and into the future.

6. Add an eighth goal under "Our Goals: Infrastructure" on page 13 as follows:

Development and infrastructure are planned together, making efficient use of

existing infrastructure.

7. Replace the first sentence under "Land Use Designations" on page 15 as

follows:

OCPs set direction for land use, and the areas of land within the municipality

are categorized according to land use designations, which are then shown on

the Land use Map (Appendix B, Map 1).

8. Replace the paragraph under "Residential" on page 15 with the following:

Residential areas are intended to accommodate the community's residential

population, and may accommodate home-based businesses in locations

identified as suitable by the community. Residential areas may include

detached/single-family dwellings, duplexes, accessory dwelling units and
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multi-family dwellings (e.g. townhomes, apartments, rowhouses, triplexes

and fourpiexes), variety that helps meet the needs of the residents of different

ages, incomes and needs.

9. Under "Comprehensive Residential" on page 15, replace the second

sentence with the following:

The comprehensive development plan guides the type and manner of

development to achieve a number of potential objectives such as providing

greater housing diversity, meeting future housing needs, minimizing visual

impacts, ensuring that infrastructure capacity can accommodate the added

load, minimizing exposure to hazards, and protecting natural areas and parks.

10. in "Residential Areas and Housing", replace the text under "Current Context"

on page 21 with the following:

Warfield's residential areas comprise primarily single detached homes. The

total number of occupied private dwellings by type in Warfield according to

the 2021 Census was 645 single detached houses and 155 other dwellings

including 105 low rise apartments, 25 apartments in a duplex, and 15 semi-

detached houses.

There is no specific seniors'housing in Warfieid. Accessory dwelling units,

which help with housing affordability, are now permitted throughout

Warfield's residential areas. There are some mobile homes in lower Annable.

One commercial building along the Highway includes privately owned

residential apartments on the second floor, and there are a few other

apartments buildings throughout Warfield; one is ownership, the rest are

rental.

As for the a ffordability of housing, the total number of owner and tenant

households spending less than 30% of household total income on shelter

costs was 730 in 2021 (91.8% of households). In 2021, the average monthly

shelter costs for owned dwellings were $1,100, and for rented dwellings,

$1,020, up from $930 and $799 respectively in 2016. Housing may be more

affordable in Warfield than in the rest of the province as a whole, however,

these affordability indicators have worsened since the previous Census in

2076, indicatingthataffordabilitymaybe increasingly an issue in Warfield.

After several years of decline, Warfield's population is now increasing.

Emerald Ridge has capacity for approximately 200 new residential units
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(including a mix of single- and multi-family units). This combined with

opportunities for accessory dwelling units throughout Warfield's residential

areas should accommodate housing needs over the next 20 years. This will

a/so allow for greater housing diversity, such as multi-family options, rental

housing and dwellings fortwo-person households, seniors and those with

special needs.

/n addition to housing afford ability, the Interim Housing Needs Report pointed

to broader regional issues that may have an impact on housing in Warfieid.

These include hidden homelessness, which refers to people living in very

temporary shelter such as cars and recreational vehicles, and natural

disasters such as wildfires and floods, which may also further contribute to

housing stress in communities throughout the region. Also, Indigenous

peoples who may face systemic exclusion from regional housing services

need affordable homes that are culturally appropriate and spacious enough

formultigenerational families.

It is generally beneficial in the long term to have a diversity of housing

options.

11.Under "Our Goals for the Future" on page 22, add the following goal (the

same Goal is first proposed for the table on page 13, noted above):

HOUSING NEED: Warfield's land use policies support housing needs now

and into the future.

12. Under "Our Policies: General" on page 22, add the following policy:

Future housing needs for smaller households will be able to be met through

in fill accessory dwelling unit development throughout Warfield's residential

areas that respects the existing neighbourhood character and has access to

sufficient municipal services, as well as multi-family development in Emerald

Ridge.

13. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, amend policy 2 as

follows:

Allow accessory dwelling units throughout Warfieid's residential areas while

ensuring adequate parking and adherence to building code and fire

regulation. This includes garage suites, garden suites, [aneway houses and

secondary suites, including basement suites.
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14. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, amend policy 3 as

follows:

Encourage the development of a variety of muiti-family housing options

throughout Warfield (e.g., apartments, townhomes, row houses, tripiexes and

fourpiexes).

15. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, amend policy 6 as

follows:

Continue to support mobile homes in the existing zoned location.

16. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, add the following new

policy:

Encourage the development of small-scale housing on smail-sized lots.

17. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, add the following new

policy:

Support a variety of purpose-built rental development in Warfield, including

dwellings with three or more bedrooms to accommodate larger families.

18. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, add the following new

policy:

Work with regional partners to seek opportunities to support subsidized,

affordable housing in Warfield for those in core housing need.

19. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, add the following new

policy:

Encourage the provision of housing that is accessible and meets a variety of

needs in the community.

20. Under "Our Policies: Housing Diversity" on page 22, add the following new

policy:

Explore opportunities for accommodating tiny homes and other non-

traditional housing options in optimal areas.
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21. Under "Our Policies: Neighbourhood Character" on page 23, omit policy 11

that allows bed and breakfast operations on a permitted basis.

22. Under "our Policies: Neighbourhood Character" on page 23, omit policy 12

that regulates nightly rentals.:

23. Under "Our Policies: Home Construction and Renovation" on page 23,add a

new policy as follows:

When housing is undergoing substantial renovations, encourage improved

accessibility, energy efficiency and safety features.

24. In "Infrastructure", under "Our Goals for the Future" on page 30,add the

following goal (the same Goal is first proposed for the table on page 13, noted

above):

Development and infrastructure are planned together, making efficient use of

existing infrastructure.

25. Under "Our Policies: General" on page 30, add a new policy as follows:

Work with regional partners on service area improvements to ensure all new

housing development will be adequately serviced.

26. In "Governance and Capacity", under "Our Policies: Governance" on page 39,

add a new policy as follows:

Study the benefits and drawbacks of amalgamation with the City of Trail for

shared infrastructure servicing and other cost savings.

27. Under "Appendix A" Glossary" on page 41, add the following:

Accessory dwelling unit: This term includes both accessory suites (separate

from the principal dwelling, such as garden suites, laneway homes, carriage

houses or garage suites) and secondary suites (contained within the principal

dwelling, such as basement suites).

3. FORCE AND EFFECT

That upon adoption the "Village ofWarfield Integrated Official Community Plan

Amendment Bylaw No. 976, 2025", the Village ofWarfield Integrated Official
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Community Plan Bylaw No. 846, 2017 shall hereby be amended and take effect with

the amendments hereto attached.

READ A FIRST and SECOND TIME this 14th day of October, 2025

PUBLIC HEARING held on this 17th day of November, 2025.

READ A THIRD TIME on this 17th day of November, 2025.

RECONSIDERED and ADOPTED by the Municipal Council of the Village ofWarfield

on the 17th day of November 2025.

^-'^>^^ _ c^^^^;^^^^^^--?
t^ayor CorporateOfflcer

CERTIFIED a true copy of Bylaw 976 cited as "Village ofWarfield Integrated Official

Community Plan Amendment Bylaw 976, 2025" this _ day of _,2025.

Corporate Officer


