Village of Warfield Mgi;gnsu CoomaiA =

WARFIELD, MONTROSE & FRUITVALE
INTER-MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Meeting Agenda
Meeting: Thursday, June 25, 2026
3:00 p.m.

In-Person: Village of Montrose Council Chambers
565-11t" Avenue, Montrose, BC
And Via Zoom:

The Meeting of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee
will be held in-person at Montrose Council Chambers, 565-11" Avenue, Montrose, BC and via Zoom
on Thursday, June 25, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

1. Call to order

2. Adoption of Agenda

Recommendation: THAT the agenda for the June 25, 2026 Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory
Committee meeting be adopted as presented.

3. Approval of Minutes

a) Minutes of the Warfield, Montrose, and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, March 26, 2026.

Recommendation: THAT the minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-
municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting of March 26, 2026 be approved.

4, Election of Committee Chair and Committee Vice Chair-1 Year-Term

A discussion on, and expressions of interest(s) from Committee members for the appointments
of Committee Chair and Committee Vice Chair for June 2026-June 2027.

5. Referrals from Prior Meetings

a) Public Outreach Strategy (A. Verigin & Councillor Amantea)
b) Inter-municipal Accessibility Facebook Page & Website (A. Verigin)
c) Update on Fruitvale Electric Vehicles for Seniors (Councillor Guesford)
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d) Update on recruiting community volunteers from Montrose to sit on Committee (Councillor
Cook)

e) Update on Facility Accessibility Audits (Villages’ elected officials and staff reps)
f) Update on wish lists for grant funding application (Villages’ elected officials and staff reps).

6. Referrals or Requests to Attend Meeting from Delegation
7. Correspondence
8. Reports & Memoranda

a) Municipalities (Council & staff reps) provide further updates on 2026 Accessibility Plan action
items since their budget discussions and since the discussion that was held during the March
meeting.

b) M. Partridge, Village of Fruitvale: Request from the Village of Fruitvale for a Fruitvale member
of the Accessibility Advisory Committee to sit on the Village’s Official Community Plan (OCP)
Steering Committee.

c) For Information and Discussion (M. Partridge Village of Fruitvale): Safesidewalks Canada.

d) For Information and Discussion (Committee Staff Reps): Participation in Research Study on
Accessibility Planning in the Kootenay Boundary (Master’s Project University of Victoria
Student).

9. Question Period
10. Discussion of Items for Future Meetings
11. Next Meeting

12, Adjournment
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WARFIELD, MONTROSE & FRUITVALE
INTER-MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes
Thursday, March 26, 2026

In-person: Village of Fruitvale Council Chambers
1947 Beaver Street, Fruitvale, BC
And Via Zoom

Present: Councillor Amantea, Village of Warfield
Councillor Cook, Village of Montrose
Councillor Guesford, Village of Fruitvale
Marcus Partridge, Committee Chair, CFO, Village of Fruitvale
Theresa Lenardon, Meeting Recorder, Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield
Lysa Rabinowitz, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale
T. Hanik, Volunteer, Village of Warfield
Tanelle Bolt, Bolt Access & Design Co., Accessibility Consultant

Absent: Larry Plotnikoff, CAQ, Village of Montrose
Abby Verigin, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale
Ben Postmus, Committee Vice-Chair, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale

1. Call to Order

The March 26, 2026 meeting of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility
Advisory Committee was called to order at 3:02 p.m.

2. Adoption of Agenda

The agenda for the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee
meeting held March 26, 2026, was presented.

It was agreed to add the Active Abilities Canada Municipal Guide for Disability Inclusion in Recreation
and Physical Activity (December 2025) to the agenda under item 6) Correspondence as agenda item 6
a).

Moved: Councillor Cook Seconded: Councillor Guesford

That the agenda for the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory
Committee meeting held March 26, 2026, be adopted as amended.

Carried.
3. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee
regular meeting of September 15, 2025, and the minutes of the special meeting of December 17, 2025,
were presented.
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Moved: Councillor Cook Seconded: Councillor Guesford

That the minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory
Committee regular meeting of September 15, 2025, and the minutes of the special meeting of
December 17, 2025 be approved as presented.

Carried.
4. Referrals from Prior Meetings

a) Village of Montrose Committee volunteer representatives (from December 17, 2025, special
meeting).

M. Partridge advised that a discussion regarding how to go about recruiting volunteers from the Village
of Montrose to sit on the Committee was discussed at the December 17, 2025, special meeting.

Councillor Cook advised she would bring this matter forward to Montrose Council and staff and will
report back to the Committee at a future meeting.

T. Lenardon advised once Montrose Council and staff have had time to discuss this matter, she would
provide Councillor Cook with copies of the advertisements and application forms that were used to
recruit Committee volunteers in 2024.

b) Committee Terms of Reference (TORs) (from September 15, 2025, regular meeting).

There were no comments or any further recommended changes to the current Committee TORs.

c) Outreach strategy for engaging the public (from September 15, 2025, regular meeting).

Councillor Amantea advised she and Abby Verigin have been discussing ways to engage the public such
as setting up accessibility information tables at municipal farmers markets and other municipal events
and celebrations.

T. Lenardon will contact Abby and request an update. This matter will be discussed further at the next
meeting.

d) Status of Facility Accessibility Audits (from September 15, 2025, meeting).

The elected officials and staff representatives from the three Villages advised that they need to obtain
quotes for their audits so that the audit costs can be included in their budgets.

T. Bolt, Bolt Access & Design Co., Accessibility Consultant, noted that it will take time to acquire the
qguotes and for the Villages to set priorities for their audits. She advised that it is important for the Villages
to keep moving forward to obtain quotes, which can be used to build the funding priorities.

5. Referrals or Requests to Attend Meeting from Delegations

There were no referrals or requests to attend the meeting.
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6. Correspondence

a) Active Abilities Canada Municipal Guide for Disability Inclusion in Recreation and Physical Activity
(December 2025).

Councillor Guesford and M. Partridge, Village of Fruitvale referred this document to the Committee.

M. Partridge noted that he feels the document includes helpful suggestions for municipal staff in setting
up accessible recreation programs for people with disabilities.

Councillor Guesford agreed that the document contains useful information and ideas around disability
inclusion in municipal recreation and physical activities programs and services as well as staff training.

T. Lenardon will forward a copy of the Guide to the three Village CAOs requesting them to provide their
comments and/or feedback. Any CAO comments received will be included on the agenda for the next
Committee meeting.

7. Reports & Memoranda
a) 2026 Accessibility Plan action items update

M. Partridge advised that the Village of Fruitvale has received grant funding for the completion of the
Village’s downtown revitalization project. He explained that the Village is working with the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure and Burlington Norther Santa Fe Railway to include upgraded road
crossings over the railroad train tracks that will provide for an accessible crossing for persons with
physical disabilities, wheelchair access, buggies, scooters, etc.

Councillor Cook, Village of Montrose advised that upgrades to Montrose’s Waterpark include
adaptations visually impaired people. The Village is also discussing budget funding for the installation of
accessible doors in 2026.

Councillor Amantea, Village of Warfield advised that Lauriente Way has been upgraded so it is accessible
for people with mobility challenges, including wheelchair use and other mobility aids. She also advised
that installation of the new Warfield Playground includes accessible groundcover and that playground
equipment is being purchased with accessibility in mind.

Councillor Amantea informed the Committee members that Warfield continues to approach all projects
with an eye to accessibility. For example, the Village will be looking at making Warfield’s quarterly
newsletter more readable for seniors with easier language, more white space and larger fonts. She
stated that she has been considering what can be done to make the Village’s website more publicly
accessible for visually impaired people, including website translation.

L. Rabinowitz requested information regarding the Village of Fruitvale’s community electric vehicle for
seniors. Councillor Guesford noted that the Village is still working to get a permanent charging station.
She will follow up with finding further information on the status of the installation of a charging station.

b) Updates on Villages Accessibility Webpages

There was a discussion regarding the accessibility information that is currently posted to each of the
Villages” websites. It was noted that due to lack of resources, not all the Villages have dedicated staff
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with the required skills to do this type of work, therefore it is a challenge for them to keep their
accessibility webpages current.

M. Partridge noted that Abby Verigin is working to create a public Accessibility Facebook page for the
three Villages.

Councillor Guesford suggested that rather than each Village managing their own accessibility webpage,
that the same person create and manage one webpage for all three Villages.

T. Lenardon will contact Abby Verigin and request an update on the status of the Facebook page and
advise her of the Committee’s discussion regarding the development of an accessibility webpage for all
three Villages. This matter will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

8. Question Period

There were no questions to consider.

9. Next Meeting

It was agreed to hold the next meeting sometime during the first two weeks of June. T. Lenardon will
send an email to the Committee members requesting they provide dates when they will be available.

Councillor Amantea noted that summer is the prime time for the Villages to undertake outdoor projects
and that although budgets and the capacity for all three Villages are limited, now is the best time to
apply for grants that could help fund these projects. It is imperative to secure grants to fund any capital
projects or improvements arising from the Inter-municipal Accessibility Plan. She suggested so as not to
miss grant funding opportunities, that each Village provide a list of small accessibility projects, such as
the facility audits, which require additional funds to complete in the coming budget year. Waiting to
discuss this at the next meeting may be too late for submitting grant applications and result in missed
funding opportunities.

Councillor Amantea will send an email regarding this matter to T. Lenardon who will forward this
information to the Villages’ Mayors and CAOs for their review and consideration.

The Committee members agreed that because meetings are spread so far apart, there needs to be more
communication between the meetings via email.

10. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:42 pm.

T. Lenardon,
Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield
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