
 

WARFIELD, MONTROSE & FRUITVALE 

INTER-MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Agenda 

Meeting: Thursday, March 26, 2026 
3:00 p.m. 

In-Person: Village of Fruitvale Council Chambers 
1947 Beaver Street – Fruitvale 

And Via Zoom:  
 

 

The Meeting of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee 
is to be held in-person at 1947 Beaver Street, Fruitvale, BC and via Zoom on Thursday, March 26, 2026, 
at 3:00 p.m. 
 
1. Call to order 
 
2. Adoption of Agenda  

Recommendation: THAT the agenda for the March 26, 2026 Inter-municipal Accessibility 
Advisory Committee meeting be adopted as presented.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes 

a) Minutes of the Warfield, Montrose, and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee Meeting held on Monday, September 15, 2025. 

Recommendation: THAT the minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter- 
municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting of September 15, 2025 be approved. 

 
b) Minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 

Committee Special Meeting held on Wednesday, December 17, 2025. 

Recommendation: THAT the minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-
municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee Special Meeting held on Wednesday, 
December 17, 2025 be approved.  
 

4. Referrals from Prior Meetings 

a) Village of Montrose committee volunteer representative (referred from Dec. 17/25 special 
meeting). 



 

b) ToRs adopted by municipalities (referred from Sept. 15/25 meeting). 

c) Outreach strategy for engaging public (referred from Sept. 15/25 meeting). 

d) Status of Facility Accessibility Audits (referred from Sept .15/25 meeting). 
  
5. Referrals or Requests to Attend Meeting from Delegation 
 
6. Correspondence 
 
7. Reports & Memoranda 

a) Verbal Discussion: Municipalities (Council & staff reps) provide updates on 2026 Accessibility 
Plan action items. 

b) Verbal Discussion: Updates to three Villages’ websites ensuring Committee membership, 
inclusion of meeting agendas, minutes and other public information is current. 

 
8. Question Period 
 
9. Discussion of Items for Future Meetings 
 
10. Next Meeting 
 
11. Adjournment 

 
  



 

 
Warfield, Montrose & Fruitvale Inter-Municipal 

Accessibility Advisory Committee 

MINUTES 

Monday, September 15, 2025 
 

In-Person: Village of Warfield Council Chambers 
555 Schofield Highway, Warfield, BC 

And Via Zoom 
 

Present:  C. Amantea, Councillor, Village of Warfield 

T. Bolt, Accessibility Consultant, Bolt Access and Design Co. 

C. Guesford, Deputy Mayor, Village of Fruitvale 

T. Hanik, Volunteer, Warfield 

M. Partridge, Chair, CFO, Village of Fruitvale 

L. Rabinowitz, Volunteer, Montrose 
L. Plotnikoff, CAO, Village of Montrose 

 
Absent:  D. Berriault, Councillor Village of Montrose 

L. Bouthillier, Volunteer, Village of Montrose 

J. Hill, Councillor, Village of Warfield 

T. Lenardon, Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield 

M. Litcanu, Volunteer, Montrose 
A. Verigin, Volunteer, Fruitvale 

 
Guest:   Ben Posmus 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair M. Partridge called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
2. AGENDA 

Moved by C. Guesford  Seconded by T. Hanik 

THAT the September 15 agenda be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED. 

3. MINUTES 
Moved by C. Amantea Seconded by T. Hanik 

THAT the Minutes of June 23, 2025 be approved. 

CARRIED 



 

4 REFERRALS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS 

(1) Election of Vice-chair for one (1) year term 

There was a discussion on the roles of chair and vice-chair and it was mentioned that at 
least one of the chair and vice-chair positions should be filled by community volunteers 
but the preference would be to have both positions filled by community volunteers. 

Vice-chair: There were no volunteers. 

Moved by C. Amantea seconded by L. Plotnikoff 
 

THAT we postpone the election of the Vice-chair to the next meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

(2) Update on posters for each Village Facebook page 

There was no update yet 
 

(3) Decision on us attending local farmer's markets for outreach 

It was noted that we should make the Accessibility application available online and 
available in the outreach package 
 
It was discussed that we should look at seeking funding for a banner and promotional 
material to setup alongside our table. There are a few community groups such as Kiwanis 
and Lions that support these initiatives. There are also potential provincial granting 
opportunities available (like SPARC BC} for the municipalities to apply for and pool money 
to allow for the purchase of promotional material. 
 
The chair and vice-chair are to develop an outreach strategy. 

 
(4) Status of facility accessibility audits 

Fruitvale ➔ Nothing to report. Willing to cost-share on a consultant coming in 

Montrose ➔ Nothing to report. Willing to cost-share on a consultant coming in 

Warfield ➔ RFP for consultant services has been drafted. The posting has been deferred to 
2026. 

 

(5) Update on staff awareness and education on accessibility 

Tanelle mentioned she informs municipalities on the needs to be more accessible but 
her presentation is tailored to who is in the room participating. Most of us understand 
that unshovelled snow or stairs present barriers to mobility but there are other items 
that able-bodied people miss that present barriers as well such as gravel (either pure 
gravel roads or gravel on a sidewalk). 
 
 



 

It was mentioned that there is no expert that covers everything accessibility. They are 
experts in their particular field. There is also another branch of Accessibility that covers 
the cognitive aspect of Accessibility (ie. bright flashing lights is very harmful to people 
with epilepsy). This would require the pursuit of multiple instructors. The BC Accessibility 
Act covers just the physical aspect of Accessibility. 
 

(6) Update on the ToR 
 

Moved by C. Amantea Seconded by C. Guesford 
 

THAT the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale lntermunicipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee accept the amendment to the ToR to allow for the committee to 
address the volunteer committee membership vacancies internally and send it to 
all three councils for approval. 

CARRIED 
 

Village staff to send this updated version of the ToR to their respective councils to 
approve 

 
(5) REFERRALS OR REQUESTS TO ATTEND MEETING FROM DELEGATION 

N/A 
 
(6) CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) Lysa Rainbowitz - Letter of Resignation 

L. Rainbowitz was concerned about her temporary move from Fruitvale to Montrose. She 
felt that she could no longer serve on the committee but it was pointed out in a discussion 
that Montrose volunteer L. Bouthillier has passed away- creating an opening for a 
community volunteer in Montrose. 
 

Moved by N/A Seconded by N/ A 
 

The recommendation THAT the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale lntermunicipal 
Accessibility Advisory Committee accepts the resignation letter from L. Rainbowitz 

ABANDONED 
 

As a result of the new information received, a new motion was brought forward: 
 
THAT L. Rainbowitz revoke her letter of resignation. 
 

Moved by C. Guesford Seconded by C. Amantea 
CARRIED 

 
 



 

(7) REPORTS & MEMORANDA 
 

(1) The Villages briefly led a discussion on what projects they are currently working on. 

(a) The Village of Fruitvale has completed the installation of an accessible office front 
door. They are now moving to get grant finding to support their effort to 
purchase accessible picnic tables and replace their old non-accessible ones and to 
pour a concrete ramp up the step at Vale Park to make the park accessible. If the 
funds allow, they plan to pave a section that connects two paved walking trails in 
their Creekside Park. ***Note for minutes*** Subsequent to this meeting, 
discussions with public works personnel were held and it was deemed that 
because of their schedule getting busy with winter preparation as well as 
finishing up other tasks, it was decided to increase the number of tables 
purchased and spread them to Haines Park, Creekside Central Park and Vale 
Park (if funding allows} and remove the current plan to pour a concrete ramp to 
Vale Park and to pave a walking path in Creekside Park. These ideas will be 
carried into 2026. Finally, they are discussing the addition of another accessible 
parking spot at their Memorial Hall as they removed the rain garden in the front 
of the building. 

 
(b) The Village of Warfield is improving Lauriente Way. It is being resurfaced in 

sections with Accessibility in mind. They are looking to apply for a CBT REACH grant 
to put accessible ground cover under play structures. The Village has finished adding 
more accessible parking spots in front of its facilities. The village has added a 
doorbell system to the front door to their office to allow for people who need 
assistance to ring the doorbell and someonewill come and greet them at the door. 

Now there are two locations in front of the Village office, two locations at the pool and 
two spaces at the Hall. There was one Accessible parking space at the Elementary School 
but the paint was faded so the School Board was notified the location needs repainting. 

 
(c) The Village of Montrose finished off their spray park that has physically 

enhanced spray features that create noises and sounds. They are replacing some 
picnic tables to be accessible and they have a gazebo with extended ends for 
ramps. 

 
(d) If push button doors are cost prohibitive, perhaps the three communities 

would be wise to team up as the lntermunicipal Accessibility Committee to 
seek out funding from CBT. 

 
(8) QUESTION PERIOD 

Would there be any cost savings for the three municipalities to go in together to have 
their audits done together by the same contractor? 
 
It was pointed out by Tanelle that the savings would save on travel and lodging and not 
much else as each municipality would be responsible for their own building audits and 



 

that is where the majority of the costs are. 
 

(9) DISCUSSION OF ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
a. Terms of Reference adoption by the municipalities 

b. Outreach strategy for engaging the public 

c. Status of the Facility Accessibility Audits 

 

(10) NEXT MEETING 
There will be a quick 10-minute Zoom only meeting on November 21, 2025 at 3:00pm to 
approve new committee members and to elect a Vice-chair for the committee. 
 

(11) ADJOURNMENT 
T. Hanik moved and L. Rabinowitz Seconded 

Adjournment at 4:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
M. Partridge, CFO Village of Fruitvale 
 
  



 

 
Warfield, Montrose & Fruitvale Inter-Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

Via Zoom 
 
Present:   C. Amantea, Councillor, Village of Warfield 

T. Hanik, Volunteer, Warfield  
M. Partridge, Chair, CFO, Village of Fruitvale 
L. Rabinowitz, Volunteer, Montrose 

 
Absent:  D. Berriault, Councillor Village of Montrose 

T. Bolt, Accessibility Consultant, Bolt Access and Design Co. 
L. Bouthillier, Volunteer, Village of Montrose 
C. Guesford, Deputy Mayor, Village of Fruitvale 
J. Hill, Councillor, Village of Warfield 
T. Lenardon, Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield 

   M. Litcanu, Volunteer, Montrose 
L. Plotnikoff, CAO, Village of Montrose 
A. Verigin, Volunteer, Fruitvale 

 
Guests   B. Postmus 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair, M. Partridge called the meeting to order at 3:11 p.m.  
 
2. AGENDA 

Moved by T. Hanik  Seconded by C. Amantea 
 

THAT the December 17 agenda be adopted as presented. 
    CARRIED 
 
3. REFERRALS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS 

(1) Nomination of a Community Volunteer to the Committee 

After review and internal committee discussions of the credentials and experience of Fruitvale resident 
Ben Postmus, the committee decided that it would vote today whether to accept him on the committee. 
 

Moved by T. Hanik Seconded by L. Rabinowitz 
 

THAT B. Postmus be accepted to join the Warfield, Montrose & Fruitvale Intermunicipal Accessibility 
Committee. 

CARRIED 



 

 
(2) Election of Vice-chair for one (1) year term 

There was a brief discussion by the committee on the nomination of a Vice-chair. 
 

Moved by C. Amantea  Seconded by T. Hanik 
 
THAT B. Postmus be nominated for Vice-chair for a one (1) year term (ending June 30). 

Carried. 
 

B. Postmus accepted this nomination.  Welcome Ben. 
 
(3) Montrose Volunteer Representative 

A brief discussion was held noting that Montrose is lacking a community volunteer on the committee 
and possible ways we could move forward. 
 

Moved by C. Amantea  Seconded by L. Rabinowitz 
 
THAT the Village of Montrose look through their previous committee applications for possible candidates 
to be a community volunteer, if possible, or to start a (social media) committee recruitment campaign if 
no candidates are able to be selected at the first meeting in 2026. 

CARRIED 
 

4. ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
M. Partridge, CFO Village of Fruitvale 
 


