Scholield Scoop

Message from the Mayor

Serving as your Mayor over
the past four years has
been both rewarding and a
tremendous learning oppor-
tunity. | am grateful for the
positive working relation-
ships with Council and the
committed Village
staff. Together we have
worked hard to steer the
Village in the right direction
while making thoughtful decisions for our com-

Mayor Frank Marino

Hot Topic: Amalgamation

Warfield Council has approved the next steps re-
quired to advance a proposed Warfield-Trail
Amalgamation Study. Council recently considered
a staff report, a consultant proposal from Neilson
Strategies Inc., and a Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Village of Warfield and the
City of Trail.

The Study follows the Village’s Municipal Sustain-
ability Study, which identified governance restruc-
turing, including the potential amalgamation of
Warfield and Trail, as an option that should be
more fully reviewed. The purpose of this next
phase is to provide both communities with clear,
objective information about what amalgamation
could mean in terms of governance, service deliv-
ery, staffing, infrastructure, finances, property
taxation, and community identity.

The Province of British Columbia has approved a
$90,000 restructure planning grant to support
the Study and related public engagement. The
total consultant budget is $175,000, with the
remaining cost to be shared between Warfield
and Trail. The Village and City will enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding that addresses
project conditions, municipal responsibilities, ad-
ministration, and cost sharing.

munity’s future. Our next significant undertaking
is the amalgamation study with the City of
Trail. Regardless of the outcome, one thing is
certain: we will need strong and committed lead-
ership to keep Warfield moving forward in a posi-
tive direction. This October’s municipal election
is an opportunity for those with a passion for our
community to consider running for Council. A
strong Council will help to ensure Warfield re-
mains a vibrant place to live, work, and raise a
family. Thank you for the opportunity to serve
you.

Neilson Strategies Inc. has been selected as the
lead consultant for the Study. Neilson Strategies
previously completed the Warfield Municipal Sus-
tainability Study and brings experience in local
government restructuring, governance, service
delivery, finance, and public engagement. The
consulting team will also include support for
communications and community engagement.

A key part of the Study will be the creation of a
joint Steering Committee made up of representa-
tives from both communities. The Committee will
help guide the process, review information, sup-
port public engagement, and ultimately provide
recommendations to both Councils. Residents
who are interested in participating on the Steer-
ing Committee should watch for further infor-
mation from the Village once the process is for-
mally launched.

It is important to note that the study does not
mean that amalgamation has been approved.
The purpose of the Study is to gather infor-
mation, engage the public, and determine wheth-
er there is sufficient rationale and community
interest to consider proceeding to a referendum.
For amalgamation to occur, a majority of votes
cast in each municipality would need to be in fa-
vour of proceeding.
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Operations Updales

Capital Projects

The Village has a number of capital projects that

have been recently completed, are underway or

will commence shortly.

Completed Capital Projects

e Refurbished and repainted the pool tank

e Refurbished the Community Hall and Public
Works Building

e Completed the Community Hall Playground pro-
ject

Capital Projects Underway or Planned for 2026

e Replacing the Burns Avenue water main — Phase
IV. This is the final phase of the project, and the
full Burns Avenue water main replacement pro-
ject is expected to be completed in 2026

e Designing sanitary sewer system improvements
for Emerald Ridge

e Continuing work on the Water System Feasibility
Study to assess a potential connection to the
Trail water supply

Councillor’s Corner

A new Village committee, the Asset Management
and Climate Sustainability Committee, was estab-
lished last fall. The Committee’s purpose is to sup-
port informed decision-making by helping Council
and staff better understand the condition, replace-
ment cost, risk, and priority of the Village’s infra-
structure and natural assets.

This work is supported through a $70,000 grant
from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities,
with the Village contributing $17,500. The Village
retained LandInfo Technologies to assist with the
project.

Using MyCivitas, an open-source asset manage-
ment and mapping platform, Landinfo has been
working with Village staff to capture information
about the Village’s assets. These include built infra-
structure, such as buildings, roads, water and sew-
er systems, as well as natural assets, including
parks, creeks, riparian areas, floodplains, forests,
and green spaces.

As asset information is entered, the software cre-
ates a geographic information system (GIS) map
that helps display and organize the Village's asset
inventory. This information will support risk assess-
ment, long-term planning, and better decision-
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Summer Maintenance Activities

¢ Cleaning catch basins

e Exercising water main isolation valves and flush-
ing water mains

e Maintaining trees

e Addressing drainage
flooding concerns

e Maintaining parks and evaluating irrigation lines

e Repairing sewer mains

e Installing and replacing fire hydrants

e Patching potholes and repairing curbs

Planned Fall Activities

¢ Cleaning sanitary sewer mains

e Winterizing the pool

e Preparing equipment and materials for winter
maintenance

e Blowing out irrigation lines

e Maintaining fire hydrants

issues to help prevent

making about infrastructure renewal, mainte-
nance, and climate resilience.

Resident input was also considered through the
Municipal Services and Climate Change Survey,
which was open from November 2025 to May
2026. The survey results will be included in the
project reporting and will help inform future plan-
ning.

Once complete, the final report will be submitted
to Council and posted on the Village website under
“Operational Reports.” The asset management
information is intended to be a living resource that
can be reviewed and updated over time. Residents
will also be able to explore selected information
through a public-facing version of the software,
available through a future link on the Village web-
site.

This work is an important foundation for the Vil-
lage’s long-term sustainability. By better under-
standing the condition and risk associated with
our infrastructure and natural assets, the Village
will be better positioned to plan for future costs,
seek grant funding, and make informed priority
based decisions supporting the community over
the longer term.



Community Calendar and Opportunities

Special Events Commillee

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming
events in our community!

Nightmare on Lauriente Way

Saturday, Oct 24

Breakfast with Santa

Sunday, Dec 6

More event details will be announced soon!

Warfield Day 2026

Thank you to everyone who volunteered, helped,
supported, adapted, and contributed to making
Warfield Day a success. Residents enjoyed the
pancake & sausage breakfast, games and activ-
ities. The professional face painter was a huge
hit bringing colourful creations and smiles to
many faces.

2026 General Local Elections - Oct 17
Considering running for Council? There will be a
candidates information session on August 18
(https://rossland.ca/
candidatereadinessworkshop2026/). The nomi-
nation period closes on September 11. Find out
what’s involved in serving on Council and how to
become a candidate through the resources be-
low:

¢ Thinking About Running for Local Office

¢ Guide for Municipal Council Members and Re-
gional District Directors in British Columbia
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South Kootenay Seniors Coffee at Warfield Hall
Dates will be announced soon and can be found
on their website at:
https://rossland.city/newsletter

Thank You to Deb Penner

After two years as the Village’s Special Events
Coordinator, Deb has resigned. She did a fan-
tastic job starting new events and introducing
new ideas to our longstanding celebrations. We
thank her for all her hard work, successful
events and wish her all the best.

Welcome Andrea Jolly
; 1 We are pleased to wel-
come Andrea as the
new Special Events
Coordinator. Andrea is
a Warfield resident and
brings considerable
special events experi-
ence, knowledge and
enthusiasm to the role.
We are excited to have
her join the team.

Andrea Jolly with her
partner Blair and their Andrea looks forward to
working with residents
and welcomes new fac-

dog Starla

es and ideas to help make Village events enjoy-
able, engaging, and successful.

Contact her through the Village at specialev-
ents@warfield.ca

The completed new Village Square Park playground hosts a sack race at the Warfield Day Celebration
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Community Corner

Trail & District Public Library

Warfield residents can enjoy free access to the Trail
& District Public Library through the Village’s library
service agreement. Explore offerings here:
https://traillibrary.com.

FireSmart™ BC

Residents are advised that a prescribed burn is
planned between mid-September and mid-October
near the intersection of Whitman Way and Bingay
Road. Wildlife trees within the treatment area have
been identified and will be preserved. Learn more
at: https://firesmartbc.ca

Preschool Program Closure

At the March 9 Council meeting, Council made the
final decision to close the preschool program.
Information can be found at:
https://warfieldbc.civicweb.net/document/18608/

Sherry Christensen’s Retirement

Congratulations on your retirement, Sherry! Thank
you for all your work at the Warfield Preschool and
we wish you all the very best with what is yet to
comel!

Sherry Christensen,

Preschool Coordinator

Property Taxes & Utilities Prepayment Program

The Monthly Tax and Utility Prepayment Plan intro-
duced in 2000 has proven to be very successful.
Consider participating. The Plan starts annually on
July 15. Please contact the Village Office for more
information.

Feedback on Scoop
Your feedback on the Scoop would be helpful to in-
coming Council. Submit to info@warfield.ca.
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Citizen of the Year Awarded to Teresa Mandoli
Teresa Mandoli was named the Trail-Warfield Citizen
of the Year. A resident of Warfield for more than 40
years, she has volunteered for Brownies & Guides,
parish events, funeral receptions, and Citizen of the
Year receptions. Congratulations, Teresa!

Teresa Mandoli, 2026 Knights of
Columbus Citizen of the Year

New Playground Completed

The new playground at the Community Hall has been
completed. It was fully funded through grant funding
from Columbia Basin Trust and a private donation,
along with in-kind support for site preparation.

Voyent Alert from RDKB

Register now to receive emergency information from
the Regional District of Kootenay Boundary (RDKB).
Download the app, or register for texts/phone calls
here:
https://www.rdck.ca/development-community-
sustainability-services/emergency/
emergencynotification/

Provincial Fire Ban

As of 12:00pm on Tuesday, July 23, 2026, category
1 (or campfires) have been banned in the Southeast
Fire Region. Regardless of whether you have been
issued a campfire permit by the Village, all camp-
fires are prohibited in the Village while the ban is in
effect.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire
-status/prevention/fire-bans-and-restrictions/
southeast-fire-centre-bans

Sprinkler Restrictions

Sprinkling is restricted to every second day starting
June 15 until September 15.
https://warfield.ca/wp-content/documents/bylaws/
Bylaw-759-Sprinkling-Restrictions-Bylaw.pdf
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