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Village of Warfield

VILLAGE OF WARFIELD

FAQs

BYLAW NOTICE ENFORCEMENT AND
DISPUTE ADJUDICATION

What is a Bylaw Notice?

A Bylaw Notice is essentially a “ticket”, comparable to a parking ticket, for contravention of a
local government regulatory bylaw. The Bylaw Notice can be served by delivery to a person
directly, by Canada Post, or in the case of a parking contravention, on the vehicle itself.

Are Bylaw Notices issued for all types bylaw contraventions?

No. Bylaw Notices may only be issued in respect of the regulatory bylaws included in “Schedule
A” of the Village of Warfield Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 950, 2024. Typically, the goal
of bylaw enforcement is to achieve voluntary compliance with the bylaw requirements of the
Village of Warfield. Ranging from warnings to court injunctions, Bylaw Notices are one of
several various enforcement tools that the Village may use.

If | receive a Bylaw Notice and pay the penalty, do I still have to comply with the bylaw?

Yes. Payment of a Bylaw Notice does not grant a person permission to continue to violate a
bylaw. Multiple Bylaw Notices could be issued as each day that a bylaw is being contravened is
legally, a separate contravention and subject to a separate penalty.

If | disagree with a Bylaw Notice, how do | dispute it?

The backside of the Bylaw Notice includes a section entitled Notice of Dispute & Request for
Adjudication. This section must be completed and submitted to the Village of Warfield in
person or by mail within 14 days from the date of receipt or from the date the Bylaw Notice is
presumed to have been received. Subject to provisions of the Local Government Bylaw Notice
Enforcement Act, if the 14-day deadline to dispute the Bylaw Notice is not met, it can no longer
be disputed.

What does a Screening Officer do?

Once a Bylaw Notice has been issued, a Screening Officer will review it with the alleged
offender. The Screening Officer will answer any questions and will explain options. The
Screening Officer may cancel the Bylaw Notice as per the Village of Warfield Screening Officer
Policy or uphold the ticket. If the Notice is upheld, the penalty may be paid at this stage, or
should adjudication be requested, a $25 adjudication administration fee must be paid, and



dispute adjudication will be arranged. The $25 adjudication administration fee will be
reimbursed, should an adjudicator find in favour of the alleged offender.

What happens if a Bylaw Notice proceeds to adjudication?

If a Bylaw Notice proceeds to adjudication, an independent adjudicator will govern the matter
based on the alleged bylaw contravention and the evidence of the parties. Evidence can be
presented orally, in writing or electronically and the adjudicator may accept any evidence he or
she considers to be credible, trustworthy and relevant. The standard of proof is on a balance of
probabilities. It is important to note that the adjudicator will only determine whether the
contravention alleged in the Bylaw Notice occurred as alleged.

The adjudicator cannot consider challenges to the bylaw itself, constitutional issues or claims to
rights under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms or to aboriginal or treaty rights. These types of
challenges must be presented to the Supreme Court of B.C.

A person may choose to submit their dispute in person or through an authorized agent, over
the phone, or in writing. Adjudications must be open to the public, unless they are based solely
on written materials, in which case the written materials must be made available to the public
by the local government in a reasonable manner.

What happens if | don’t pay the penalty?

If the Bylaw Notice penalty is not paid within 14-calendar days of receipt, the discount will be
forfeited and after 28 days, a surcharge will be applied to the applicable penalty. The
submission of a Bylaw Notice dispute does not postpone the penalty schedule set out in the
Village of Warfield Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 950, 2024. If the adjudicator finds in
favour of the local government and agrees with the Bylaw Notice on the alleged contravention,
the penalty and any surcharges will be due and owed. If the Bylaw Notice and payment of a
penalty are not acknowledged at all, the debt may be sent to a collection agency and could be
registered as a judgement in Provincial Court.



