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VILLAGES OF WARFIELD, MONTROSE AND FRUITVALE 

      

 
WARFIELD, MONTROSE & FRUITVALE 

INTER-MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes 

Thursday, June 25, 2026 

In-person: Village of Montrose Council Chambers 
565-11th Avenue, Montrose, BC 

And Via Zoom 

 
Present: Councillor Guesford, Village of Fruitvale 

Marcus Partridge, Committee Chair, CFO, Village of Fruitvale 
  Theresa Lenardon, Meeting Recorder, Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield
  Lysa Rabinowitz, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale 
  T. Hanik, Volunteer, Village of Warfield 
  Tanelle Bolt, Bolt Access & Design Co., Accessibility Consultant 
 
Absent: Councillor Amantea, Village of Warfield 
  Councillor Cook, Village of Montrose 

Larry Plotnikoff, CAO, Village of Montrose 
  Abby Verigin, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale 
  Ben Postmus, Committee Vice-Chair, Volunteer, Village of Fruitvale 
 
1. Call to Order 

The Chair called the June 25, 2026, Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal 
Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 

 
2. Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda for the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting held June 25, 2026, was presented. 
 

Moved:  T. Lenardon Seconded: Councillor Guesford 
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That the agenda for the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting held June 25, 2026, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting held March 26, 2026, were presented.  
 

Moved:  Councillor Guesford  Seconded: T. Hanik 
 

That the minutes of the Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale Inter-municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting held March 26, 2026, be approved as presented. 

Carried. 
 
4. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

The Chair advised that the Committee needs to elect a new Chair and Vice Chair for 2027 for a 
one-year term. 

The Committee members discussed this matter. It was agreed that given not all members were 
in attendance that the election of Chair and Vice Chair will be deferred to the next meeting. In 
the interim, T. Lenardon will send an email to the Committee members requesting them to 
consider putting their names forward for nominations at the next meeting. 
 
5. Referrals from Prior Meetings 

a) Public Outreach Strategy 

b) Inter-municipal Accessibility Facebook Page and Website 

It was agreed to defer Items 5a) and 5b) to the next meeting when more Committee 
members can attend. 

T. Lenardon will contact A. Verigin and Councillor Amantea to find out if they have any 
updates on the public outreach strategy and will email the Committee members with any 
available information. 
 

c) Update on Fruitvale Electric Vehicles for Seniors 

Councillor Guesford advised that the Village is waiting for FortisBC to set up the charging 
station. 
 

d) Update on recruiting community volunteers from the Village of Montrose to sit on the 
Committee. 

It was agreed to defer Item 5d) to the next meeting.  
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T. Lenardon will contact Councillor Cook, Village of Montrose, and inquire whether the 
Village has had an opportunity to discuss this matter. Committee members will be 
notified if there is anything to report. 
 

e) Update on Facility Accessibility Audits 

It was noted that the Councils of the Villages of Fruitvale and Warfield continue to 
review their audits and that in general, they consider the provision of accessible 
infrastructure and services during their budget discussions. 

Councillor Guesford suggested that the Villages include a recurring line item for 
accessibility projects in their budgets. 
 

f) Update on wish lists for grant funding applications 

M. Partridge advised that he has completed and submitted reporting for the Sparc BC 
Local Community Accessibility Grant that the Village of Fruitvale used in 2025 and that 
he is beginning to search for new grant funding opportunities.  

T. Bolt, Accessorily Consultant suggested that the Villages consider submitting 
applications for the Canadian Summer Jobs Grant for 2027. She explained students up to 
30 years of age could be hired not only to do public works/fieldwork, administrative 
support, etc., but grant funds can also be used to hire students to perform accessibility 
audits on some of the Villages’ main buildings such as community halls, Village offices, 
recreation facilities, etc. She suggested the three Villages consider partnering on an 
application.  
 

6. Referrals or Requests to Attend Meeting from Delegations 

No referrals or requests to attend the meeting were received. 
 

7. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to consider.  
 
8. Reports & Memoranda 

a) 2026 Accessibility Plan action items update 

T. Hanik advised that the Village of Warfield now has a designated accessible parking 
space at the Warfield municipal office and that additional accessible parking spaces have 
been designated at the Community Hall and Centennial Swimming Pool.  

T. Lenardon noted the Village of Warfield’s 2025 accessibly projects include the 
installation of a ringer doorbell at the Village municipal office and paving for better 
accessibility on the Lauriente Way Trail. She advised that 2026 accessibility projects 
include pairing the pool tank with better contrast to support accessibility from a visual 
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disability perspective and that the new playground is open with accessible ground cover 
(rubber for wheeled devices) and a large safety swing.  
 

b) Village of Fruitvale request for a member of the Inter municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee to sit on the Village’s Official Community Plan (OCP) Steering Committee 

M. Partridge advised that the Village of Fruitvale is updating its Official Community Plan 
(OCP) and is creating an OCP Steering Committee. He explained that the Village requested 
him to invite a member of the Accessibility Advisory Committee to sit on the Steering 
Committee to represent accessibility issues and initiatives. As the Village’s CFO, he is 
already a member of the OCP Steering Committee therefore the Village is requesting a 
different member of the Accessibility Advisory Committee consider participating. 

After a brief discussion, there was general agreement that from efficiency and human 
resource perspectives, it would be best for M. Partridge to represent the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee on the OCP Steering Committee given he is already knowledgeable 
and experienced with accessibility matters. 

M. Partridge will reapproach the Village and bring back the Village’s comments to the 
Committee. 

c) Safesidewalks Canada 

M. Partridge advised that the Village of Fruitvale received an unsolicited offer from 
Safesidewalks Canada to perform sidewalk condition assessments and the removal of trip 
hazards from sidewalks. He explained that the Village has decided to engage the company 
this summer to make their sidewalks safe.  

M. Partridge also explained that he spoke with the company about making sidewalks 
accessible, which could be the first step in the Village’s audit project. He has been advised 
that making sidewalks accessible goes beyond Safesidewalks Canada’s scope of work, but 
that for an additional fee, they would consider sidewalk accessibility audits as part of the 
overall project.  

Safesidewalks Canada has done work for the City of Trail. T. Hanik noted that they did a 
good job in removing tripping hazards from the City’s sidewalk.  

T. Bolt, Accessibility Consultant, will review the work done in the City of Trail and will 
undertake research around the information that Safesidewalks Canada will need for it to 
consider performing sidewalk accessibility audits as well as cost implications. She will 
report back to M. Partridge. 

M. noted that the Village of Fruitvale will include a recurring line item for accessibility 
projects in the Village of Fruitvale’s future budgets. 
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d) Participation in Research Study on Accessibility Planning in the Kootenay Boundary 
(Master’s Project University of Victoria (UVIC) Student) 

M. Partridge, Village of Fruitvale and T. Lenardon, Village of Warfield advised that they 
completed a survey on how accessibility planning is conducted by local governments in 
the Regional District of Kootenay Boundary (RDKB) jurisdiction. The survey included 
questions on the role and experiences of accessibility advisory committees. The research 
survey is part of a UVIC student’s master’s project.  

 
9. Question Period 

There were no questions to consider.  
 
10. Discussion of Items for Future Meetings 

There were no items for future meetings. 
 
11. Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Thursday, September 24th after the UBCM 
Conference.  

T. Bolt requested Committee elected officials who attend the UBCM bring back any information 
around accessibility matters that may be presented and/or discussed at the Conference. 
Councillor Guesford mentioned she will be attending and she agreed to bring back any 
information that may be available. 
 
12. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
T. Lenardon,  
Corporate Officer, Village of Warfield 


