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Message from the Mayor 
 

I would like to start by thanking all the residents of Warfield who participated in Phase I 

of our  Governance Sustainability Study.  The Town Hall meetings were very well attend-

ed, and others filled out our survey.  Our consultants were extremely impressed with the 

engagement in this study.  A special thanks to those who served on our committee for 

over a year.  The Report has now been adopted by Council.  The next step is to approach 

the Provincial Government to proceed with Phase II, a study on the possible amalgama-

tion with Trail. Stay tuned. We have now installed solar panels on three of our buildings, 

the Office, the Hall and the Maintenance Shop.  These were grant funded so the energy 

savings will be immediate which should be a significant savings. Happy spring everyone. 

Mayor Frank Marino 

Hot Topic: 2025 Property Tax Notices  
Council has now approved the Village’s 2025 Budget and the associated property tax rates.  The Village’s 

2025 property tax levy totals $1.27 million and is the primary source of revenue used to pay for a variety of 

services. The table below provides a summary of the property revenue - what an “average” residential home 

will pay in 2025 for the services, and the distribution of tax paid for each service.  

Village Property Tax Summary 

2025 Property Tax Levy—revenue collected $1265,950 

% tax levy by residential assessments  $96.26% 

Warfield residential property tax rate *  3.78446 

Average residential tax assessment  $436,641 

Average Warfield residential taxes paid $1,652 

*The property tax rate is applied to the property assessment, which determines the property taxes paid by 

each property. Tax revenue is used to pay for the services listed below.  

 

Village 2025 Expense Budget—Property Tax Distribution 

     2025 Budget Taxes Paid % 

General Government   $785,100 $515  31% 

Protective Services   $110,550 $75  4% 

Transportation Services  $706,500 $463  29% 

Environmental Health Services  $113,500 $74  4% 

Environmental Development  $46,250 $30  2% 

Recreation and Culture   $560,750 $367  22% 

Fiscal Services    $101,800 $67  4% 

Capital Expenditures   $97,450 $64  4% 

Total 2025 General Expenses  $2,521,900 $1652  100% 

 

The Budget must be balanced, and the Village cannot legally budget an operating deficit.  In addition to prop-

erty tax revenue, revenue from other sources, including a grant from the Province for $457,000 as well as 

revenue from the sales of services, provides sufficient funding to pay for the budgeted expenditures of 

$2.521 million.          Continued page 4 
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Operations Updates 
Over the next few months, Public Works will focus on the following regular maintenance:  

- Annual spring water main flushing - Water main valve exercising 

- Street sweeping   - Parks maintenance 

- Storm Catch Basin cleaning  - Pothole repairs 

 In addition to the annual pool maintenance undertaken in advance of opening, a $30,000 capital 

project is currently underway. This project includes upgrades to the plumbing systems and replacing 

older copper waterlines. Completing this project will result in improvements that will greatly reduce 

the risk of failures and associated service interruptions. The Village is currently working with 

Rossland’s Recreation Program to manage pool operations for 2025. The current plan will see the 

pool open and operational in early June. 

 The Village has hired two summer students who will start employment with the Village on May 5. 

They will work on parks and grounds maintenance during the busy spring and summer seasons.  

 The Village continues to operate with a four-member public works crew, who provide a wide array of 

services directly. The 2025 operating budget for Transportation Services, Parks Maintenance, and 

Water and Sewer operations is $1.27 million.  

S C H O F I E L D  S C O O P  

Each Councillor, and 

the Mayor, is assigned 

a portfolio of commit-

tees. Committees play 

a vital role in local gov-

ernment. They keep 

the routine of work 

going and enable 

meaningful  work 

through new initia-

tives. Over the past 

year, I had the honour 

of serving on the newly established Governance 

Sustainability Committee. This Committee was 

formed to conduct a Phase I study on the finan-

cial viability of Warfield. The Committee consisted 

of 7 Warfield residents, 2 Councillors, and con-

sultants from Neilson Strategies.  

I applaud the residents who put their names for-

ward. To those who were selected to serve on the 

Committee, thank you for your service. I was 

Councillor’s Corner 
  

Councillor Fran Noone 

heartened to see the turnout at the two Town Hall 

meetings. It reinforced what I knew already—that 

the people of Warfield really care about their 

community.  

The outcome of the Committee work resulted in a 

motion presented to Council at the May 12, 2025 

meeting.  

The motion stated: "THAT the Council of the Vil-

lage of Warfield approve the Village of Warfield 

Sustainability Committee recommendation and 

seek the support of the Ministry of Housing and 

Municipal Affairs and the City of Trail to proceed 

with a Phase II governance restructuring study 

that would consider the impacts and implications 

associated with the two local governments amal-

gamating.”  

The motion was passed.  

Whatever happens with the Phase II study, I feel 

confident that the Warfield community spirit will 

remain strong, vibrant, and united. 
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Community Calendar and Opportunities 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Ron Gattafoni for 29 years of 

service on the Warfield Fire Department. Thank 

you for your service and dedication to your com-

munity.  

Special Events Committee  

Warfield Day 

Saturday, June 7, 2025 

 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram so you don't 

miss any details and updates.  

facebook.com/warfieldspecialeventscommittee  

instagram.com/warfieldsec Noxious Weeds 
As the weather improves, our minds have 

quickly turned to gardening, hiking, boating 

and being outdoors. There are many gorgeous 

flowering plants along our walkways and bike 

paths and visits to local garden centres help us 

to fill our yards with even more greenery. Many 

of us unknowingly contribute to the spread of 

invasive plant and animal species, however. 

There are several sites to help identify ques-

tionable flora and fauna and provide sugges-

tions on how properly to remove or report 

them. The Central Kootenay Invasive Species 

Society (www.ckiss.ca) and the Invasive Spe-

cies Council of British Columbia 

(www.bcinvasives.ca) websites are good places 

to start.  Much of the spread of plants like Jap-

anese Knotweed, Butterfly Bush, Common Tan-

sy and Foxglove can be attributed to improper 

removal techniques from residential properties 

and the illegal dumping of yard waste. If you 

wish to dispose of species known to be inva-

sive, you may do so for free at the RDKB land-

fill provided the plants are placed in a clear 

plastic bag with a label and landfill staff are 

notified. 
Knapweed, Scotch Broom, Burdock, Hoary Alys-

sum and Policeman’s Helmet are commonly 

spread by activities such as hiking, biking and 

recreational vehicle use. It is good practice to 

check pets and clothing for seeds and clean 

equipment after use and before transporting it 

out of, or back into our region. Transfer of inva-

sive insect species will occur when moving fire-

wood or plants from out of the region, so it is 

best to keep collecting and purchasing locally 

whenever possible. Finally, keep in mind the 

importance of cleaning aquatic equipment 

such as SUPs, kayaks, boats and other water-

craft to prevent the spread of Eurasian Milfoil, 

whirling disease and invasive mussel species. 

CKISS hosts community weed pulls from time 

to time – if interested, be sure to check their 

site (https://ckiss.ca/). 
Solar Panels installed on municipal buildings in April, 2025 

http://facebook.com/warfieldspecialeventscommitteeinstagram.com/warfieldsec
http://facebook.com/warfieldspecialeventscommitteeinstagram.com/warfieldsec
http://www.bcinvasives.ca/
https://ckiss.ca/
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to be refurbished. Work awaits completion of a provin-

cially-funded watershed assessment of flooding risks 

along the creek through Warfield. With the study, the 

village will seek senior government funding for the cul-

vert upgrade and other preventative work. 
 

Bear Aware/WildSafeBC Program 
The former “Bear Aware” program is now called 

WildSafeBC, which focuses on preventing human-

wildlife conflicts, including those involving bears, 

through community-based solutions, education, and 

collaboration. See more at https://wildsafebc.com/. 
 

Streetlights 
If you notice a streetlight that isn't working, please re-

port the Fortis pole number to the Village Office. We’ll 

ensure the information is forwarded to Fortis for repair.   

Burns Ave – Phase 3 
The final section of work for Burns Ave. will occur dur-

ing the summer months.  

 
Sprinkler restrictions go into effect on Sunday, June 15 

as per Bylaw 759.  
 

Property tax notices have been mailed. Please ensure 

payment is received by the office by July 2. All eligible 

homeowners must apply for their home owner’s grant 

by this date as well to avoid outstanding balances and 

penalties.  
 

Continued from page 1: Additionally, the property tax 

notice includes levies from other governments, includ-

ing the regional district, school, and police taxes as 

well as Village of Warfield parcel taxes. Total tax levies 

will increase and include a $305 increase in the sewer 

parcel tax levy to fund the construction and operation 

of the regional sewer treatment plant. In total, tax lev-

ies and parcel taxes for the average property are esti-

mated to increase by $594. 
More information regarding the Village’s budget can be 

found on the Village’s website at: warfield.ca/village-

office/finance under the Budgets tab.   

Parking 
Parking in Warfield is governed by Village of Warfield 

Traffic Bylaw No. 545, 1995 which indicates that no 

vehicle shall be parked continuously on a municipal 

street for more than 24 hours. The enforcement of this 

provision can be challenging given that in the absence 

of marking tires, there is no way to determine if a vehi-

cle has in fact been moved within the 24-hour win-

dow. When violations are observed by residents, there 

is the option to communicate with the Bylaw Enforce-

ment Officer (BEO) with specific information for further 

investigation. 
 

Yard Waste Collection 
Yard waste collection and disposal is governed by Vil-

lage of Warfield Solid Waste, Yard and Garden Waste 

Collection and Disposal Bylaw No. 968, 2025. The Vil-

lage contracts GFL to pick up yard waste every 2 

weeks between April and November. The yard waste 

must be placed at the curbside in an acceptable con-

tainer on the pickup day (Wednesdays for 2025). Gar-

bage or recycle bins may be used or paper yard waste 

bags. Yard waste in PLASTIC BAGS will not be collect-

ed. If a pickup has been missed, contact GFL directly 

at 250-367-0099. 
 

Wildfire Resiliency 
FireSmart Home Guide can be downloaded from 

FireSmart BC Begins At Home Guide.   
 

Digital Records Management 
This project, designed to ultimately provide digital ac-

cess to the office files, is moving forward with good 

progress. New PCs will be purchased to fully utilize the 

software used for the digital files. 
  
Tangible Actions from Accessibility Plan 
Warfield is moving on several accessibility projects this 

summer while developing a longer-term project plan. 

Two handicapped parking spaces will be created at the 

Village Office and one will be added at the Warfield 

Hall. The uneven sections of the 800-metre Arnold 

Lauriente Way will be repaired. A contractor will be 

hired to scope out improvements recommended in a 

joint Warfield-Montrose-Fruitvale accessibility study 

mandated and funded by the Province. 
 

Annable Creek Floodplain Assessment  
Rainy Day People are often found at the junction of 

Wellington St. and the highway at this time of year, as 

village crew members work to keep the mouth of the 

Annable Culvert clear of debris and prevent localized 

and downstream floods. Both the intake and aging cul-

vert channeling Trail Creek under Wellington St. need 

Poles with number (photos: (l) Renee Zanussi, (r) supplied) 

https://wildsafebc.com/
https://warfield.ca/wp-content/documents/bylaws/Bylaw-759-Sprinkling-Restrictions-Bylaw.pdf
https://warfield.ca/village-office/finance/
https://warfield.ca/village-office/finance/
https://begins-at-home-guide.firesmartbc.ca/

