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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this policy is to establish the circumstances under which a Screening Officer may cancel a Bylaw 
Notice (ticket). 
 
The Village of Warfield has adopted Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 930, 2023 (Bylaw Notice Enforcement 
Bylaw), as amended from time to time, designating certain bylaw contraventions that may be dealt with by Bylaw 
Notice.  The Village of Warfield Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw establishes the position of Screening Officer who 
must review all disputed Bylaw Notices before a dispute resolution of a Bylaw Notice may be scheduled.  
 
A Screening Officer has the power to cancel a Bylaw Notice on a ground of cancellation authorized by the Village 
of Warfield under section 10(2)(a)(iii) of the Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act. 
 
POLICY GOAL: 

To establish clear guidelines for the public and Village Staff regarding the grounds on which a Screening Officer 
may cancel a Bylaw Notice in certain circumstances. 
 
DEFINITIONS 

Terms within this policy have the same meaning as the terms defined in the Local Government Bylaw Notice 
Enforcement Act. 

“Bylaw Enforcement Officer” means those persons listed in section 10 of the Village of Warfield’s Bylaw Notice 
Enforcement Bylaw. 

“Screening Officer” means those persons listed in section 8 of the Village of Warfield’s Bylaw Notice Enforcement 
Bylaw. 

“The Village” means the Village of Warfield. 
 
POLICY 

The Screening Officer is authorized to cancel a Bylaw Notice when satisfied that one or more of the following 
reasons exist: 

1. Identity of the recipient of the Bylaw Notice cannot be proven for reasons including, but not limited to: 

a) The Bylaw Notice was issued to the wrong person; 
b) The vehicle involved in the contravention had been stolen. 

2. There is an exemption or exception specified in the Bylaw or a related enactment applies. 

3. There is a poor likelihood of success at adjudication for the Village including, but not limited to: 

a) There is insufficient evidence to show a bylaw contravention to which the Bylaw Notice relates; 
b) The Bylaw Enforcement Officer relied on incorrect information in issuing the Bylaw Notice; 

c) The Bylaw Notice was not completed properly; 

d) The bylaw provision to which the bylaw contravention and Bylaw Notice relates is unenforceable 
or poorly worded. 
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4. The contravention was necessary for the preservation of health and safety.  For example: 

a) The contravention was the result of a medical emergency. 

5. It is not in the public interest to proceed to adjudication including, but not limited to the following 
reasons: 

a) The person who received the Notice was permitted or entitled to take the action, but the issuing 
officer was not aware of this entitlement or permit; 

b) The Bylaw has changed since the Notice was issued and now authorizes the contravention;  

c)  The mental health of the recipient of the Bylaw Notice; 

d) The length and expense of a bylaw adjudication when considering the benefit to be gained by it; 

e) The recipient of the Bylaw Notice is charged with a criminal offence based on the same facts that 
the bylaw contravention and the Bylaw Notice relates and criminal proceedings are pending or 
ongoing.  

f) The Bylaw Notice was issued to a vehicle registered in a province, or state, other than British 
Columbia for a parking contravention that did not present a safety hazard.  

6. The person exercised due diligence in their efforts to comply with the bylaw such as (but not limited to): 

a) As a result of mechanical problems, the person could not comply with the bylaw;  

b) The sign indicating the bylaw requirement was not visible. 

 
Principles  
The Village of Warfield is responsible to enforce its regulatory bylaws which are in place to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all residents and property owners.  The Village encourages citizens to comply with the bylaws that 
govern their animals, property and vehicles as well as bylaws that govern wildlife and the overall enjoyment of all 
residents and visitors. The Village aims to achieve compliance through awareness and with the provision of 
public information in order to preserve the quality of life to which each person is entitled. 
 
Should bylaw enforcement become necessary, the Village of Warfield has adopted the Bylaw Notice 
Enforcement and Dispute Adjudication system.  The goal of this system is to create a simple, efficient, fair and 
cost-effective method for dealing with bylaw contraventions and to promote voluntary compliance.  This system 
allows the Village to process bylaw contravention disputes at the local level rather than through the Provincial 
Court system and to manage bylaw complaints in a timely manner using less staff time and resources. 
 
The Village Bylaw Enforcement Service is committed to serving and protecting a desired quality of life for Village 
residents and visitors.  When working with the system, the Village Bylaw Enforcement Officer(s), Screening 
Officer(s) and office staff must demonstrate integrity, the delivery of a suitable level of service, citizen safety, 
accountability, impartiality and respectfulness.  


